
 Dan Davis was raised 
in the Mid-west. Kansas 
City, Kansas was his 
home. His father owned 
an auto body repair and 
paint shop. I asked Dan 
why he entered the pro-
fessional ministry. He 
replied, “I felt at a very 
early age that this was 
something I was called to 
do. My dad told me that 
when he was in the ninth 
grade, he knew he want-
ed to work in his dad’s 
body shop. At an early 
age, felt a calling to the 
ministry.”  

 Dan was very involved 
in the youth group from 
grade 9 through 12 at the 
Methodist church he 
attended. It was during 
this rich experience that 
he became aware of the 
call to the ministry. Dan 
recalled, “Usually on 
Youth Sunday, the youth 
group would take over 
the service. We would 
sing a lot of the songs 
and have some kids play 
guitar. When I was a sen-
ior, maybe it was when I 
was a junior as well, it 

came time for the sermon 
and I just said, well, I’ll go ahead and do 
the sermon. That didn’t seem strange to me 
or anyone else in the youth group.” 

 Dan attended Kansas State University 
and earned a degree in Community Service 
and Social Work. He worked at a YMCA 
camp during the summer for four years 
while attending college. After graduation, 
Dan worked for two years for the greater 
Kansas City YMCA as a  youth program 
director. During this period, he joined a 
Presbyterian church.  

 Dan shortly realized that he wanted to go 
to Seminary. He recalled, “I talked with 
friends from the Methodist church where I 
grew up and with the pastor of the Presby-
terian church I had joined and realized that 
not only had God called me to the ministry, 
but I had also been led to that Presbyterian 
church.” Dan felt especially comfortable 
with the Presbyterian’s polity (church gov-

ernment) and the reformed theology.  

 I asked Dan why he applied for the pas-
tor-ship of FPC. He replied, “Once you’re 
called into the ministry, you need to keep 
experiencing that. Even if you’ve stayed in a 
church for 30 or 40 years, you have to keep 
renewing that call. I had been in Beloit for 
10 years and met Marcia there and we mar-
ried. There were some directions that the 
church was looking at going in and I was 
happy to work with them as they explored 
that direction but that was not where I 
wanted to continue. Marcia and I talked 
about making a move. I asked, where do we 
want to look?” 

 Dan really liked the Presbytery in his 
region but decided to be open about seek-
ing a new position. Marcia had worked two 
internships in Colorado when she was in 
college. She really enjoyed the mountains 
which was quite different from Kansas. Dan 
first saw the advertisement for FPC in the 
Presbyterian publication Outlook. Dan 
thought, “Montana? That’s out west. 
There’s parts of that state that has moun-
tains!”  Dan looked at all the information 
available about FPC and decided that it 
looked like a place he could serve. Dan con-
tacted the PNC and sent information about 
himself. Then, as he put it, “I turned the 
whole process over to God.”  

 I asked Dan what he hoped to accom-
plish during his ministry at FCP. He re-
plied, “I think God has called me here and 
there is a purpose in that call. That purpose 
is something I’m going to be working out 
and through with the church as I serve 
here.”  

 Dan stated that he is enthusiastic about 
working with the session and all leaders 
within the congregation, finding out where 
they would like to go. He said, “As the ses-
sion and church gets used to me and who I 
am, then we can start exploring where God 
is leading us.” Dan related that through the 
process of acquiring information about 
FPC—talking to the PNC, talking to the 
references they listed— he was feeling quite 
positive about pastoring our church. Dan 
said, “By the time we met at the end of 
June, not only with the people here but also 
people in the Presbytery, the word that kept 
coming up was there’s a lot of potential in 
Whitefish. There is a lot of potential in this 
church. That excited me. What I want to do 
is follow up on this potential. Potential 

within itself is a 
pretty raw thing. 
I ask what are we 
going to do as a 
church with the 
potential we see 
around us and 
which way are 
we going to take 
it. And not only 
is the potential 
outside this 
church. This church, within its walls, also 
has potential.” 

 I asked Dan what person or movement/
organization has had the greatest influence 
on his life. He replied, “The first was my 
family and the church I attended. Church 
and faith was important to my family. It 
has always been a norm in my life.” Dan 
related a story about when he was in his 
fourth year of college, he picked up a flyer 
advertising a free dinner. The dinner was 
sponsored by the Ecumenical Christian 
Ministry (ECM) at Kansas State. Dan decid-
ed to go. What he experienced as a result of 
becoming involved with ECM was very in-
fluential in his development. Dan empha-
sized the importance of a close relationship 
with a pastor at ECM named Rod Saunders. 
He became good friends with Rod and his 
family. Dan also related the influence of 
two college professors who had been priests 
in the Catholic church. One of them, Martin 
Kaiser, urged Dan to get his masters de-
gree. Another person who Dan deeply ad-
mires is Martin Luther King Jr. After enter-
ing seminary, Dan experienced a positive 
influence from the protestant reformers. 
Namely—Luther, Knox, and  especially 
John Calvin.  

 A few years ago, Dan received a call from 
his older brothers wanting him to come 
down for a fly fishing trip in Missouri. Dan 
went and has been hooked on fly fishing 
ever since. He also enjoys biking—owning a 
road bike and a hybrid. Dan also likes to 
hike and ski.  

 I asked Dan if he could send one core 
message to the congregation of FCP on a 
point he would like to emphasize, what 
would that message be? He replied, “I think 
it would have to be an understanding that 
the diversity that exists within this church 
is a true strength. This diversity is one of 
the things that led me here. Each of us has 
our own particular point of view. I’m a mid-
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dle age white male. That’s my world view. 
The only way I can appreciate other peo-
ple’s perspectives is by sitting down and 
talking to them and sharing with them. 
While I might not agree with everything 
they have to say, I can learn from them. 
When we come together as a church— 
come together in worship and service, what 
we do is share our understanding of Christ 
with one another. As we share our diverse 
experiences and understanding, we can 

grow. Church needs to be a place where we 
share those images of Christ with one an-
other. Not to say— this  is the definitive 
understanding, but to say— this is my un-
derstanding of how God has spoken to me. 
This is what I hope to do: share those imag-
es of Christ that I have seen and experi-
enced so we can continue to grow in our 
faith with one another. Faith is not some-
thing that is static. Let’s remember what we 
learned growing up. Let’s continue to build 

on that understanding and let our faith 
continue to grow. The best way we can do 
that is to be open, honest, sharing, caring, 
and serving with one another. I’m here to 
serve this church as your pastor. That 
doesn’t mean that I’m only going to be in-
terested in the people who are like me or 
believe exactly what I believe. Regardless of 
who you are, if you are affiliated with this 
church in any way, I’m here to be your pas-
tor.” 

T h e  E d u c a t o r s  

Claire Strickler 

Meet the Educators:  

 

These talented and 

dedicated people provide  

a rich educational 

experience to our church. 

C l a i r e  S t r i c k l e r  

 Claire Strickler has lived in a lot of plac-
es. She was born in New York state and has 
lived in Virginia, Kentucky, Oregon, and 
Washington. She has a BS degree in Foods 
and Nutrition. Claire also has a BS degree 
in Elementary Education and Family Stud-
ies from Washington State University and 
served as Teacher and Principal of Cross 
Currents Christian School. 

 Claire has lived with her husband, Dee, 
in the Flathead Valley for thirty years. I 
asked her how long she has attended First 
Presbyterian. She replied, “Thirty years!”  
When asked what attracted her to FPC, she 
replied, “We went to First Presbyterian the 
very first Sunday we lived here. It was Pres-
byterian and I am a congenital Presbyteri-
an. Six of eight of my great grandparents 
were Presbyterian. All four of my grandpar-
ents were Presbyterian. My parents were 
Presbyterian. I come from a long line of 
Presbyterians.” 

 Claire started her church experience in 
Whitefish at FPC and has never left it. She 
recalled, “Thelma Smith was the official 
greeter and she was so wonderful, warm, 
and welcoming. She said, ‘It is so nice to 
have young people coming to the church.’” 
Claire continued while laughing, “Dee and 
I looked around and thought, where are the 
young people? I was in my forties and Dee 
was all of fifty.” 

 I asked Claire what attracted her to 
teaching at FPC. She answered, “I had been 

teaching long before I got to Whitefish. I 
had discovered I liked children after having 
three of my own. Being an only child, I had 
little experience before that. I had been 
drafted to teach Bible School and Sunday 
School when my oldest was three! I didn’t 
know much about teaching then but I 
learned by doing and I decided I wanted to 
have some formal training. My teaching 
here at FPC is a continuation of what I had 
been doing in Pullman, Washington.” 

 The joy of learning is what motivates 
Claire to teach. When asked what she hopes 
to accomplish with her teaching at FPC, 
Claire responded, “I love to learn! And I 
hope to pass some of that enthusiasm on to 
Bible Study class and to the Sunday School 
kids. Within the church as at Cross Cur-
rents, I want adults and children to know 
the Bible, know they are loved by God, and 
that hope and joy are there to claim in all of 
life’s circumstances.” 

 When discussing a teaching style favored 
over another, Claire commented, “I lecture 
more than I should. Discovery through 
questioning and searching the scripture 
and hands-on experience in those endeav-
ors are much better for children as well as 
adults. Our current Sunday School curricu-
lum has good hands-on activities that re-
lates to the lessons. The Wednesday morn-
ing ladies are very good at starting discus-
sion and asking questions that lead to dis-
cussion. However, I feel I still lecture too 
much. I’m striving to be a good facilitator 

instead of a lecturer. I feel that the more 
people discuss and share, the more they 
will retain.” 

 I asked Claire if she could send one core 
message to the congregation, what would 
that message be? She responded, “I really 
enjoyed the study on Romans Inge Grant 
taught recently. Our study of Romans real-
ly convicted me on so many counts and I 
would like to thank Inge for teaching the 
class. I just loved the 15th chapter. It 
seemed to be talking about our church. 
There are four points I would like to focus 
on, taken from Romans 15:5,6,7,13. I think 
our congregation needs unity, to glorify 
God, to trust God and accept each other, 
and to have hope instead of despair.” 

 Claire went on to emphasize another 
message. She stated, “Many think that 
since we don’t have young families, our 
church is going to die. Not many young 
people are moving to Whitefish. We may 
never have a large Sunday School. That 
doesn’t have to mean the end of our church. 
Many retired couples who are moving here 
are very attracted to our church. I think this 
trend will continue as long as our current 
economic situation remains as it is. We 
need to trust God with what happens to our 
church. If we trust in Him, we’ll have hope 
and be able to glorify Him, and we’ll have 
unity. We need to trust that the people who 
come to our church are here because God 
has a purpose in sending them here.” 

Ada Casazza John Forsberg 
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A d a  C a s a z z a  

 Ada Casazza is a native of The Nether-
lands. She has lived in Whitefish since 
1979. Ada came to the Presbyterian Church 
after experiencing a difficult church-split. 
She found FPC a place of healing and resto-
ration. In Ada’s own words, “There were no 
requirements that we had to become mem-
bers and immediately take responsibility.  
We could sit quietly in the pews, soaking in 
the loving atmosphere. It was a safe place.” 

 I asked Ada what attracted her to teach-
ing. She replied, “I kind of fell into it— not 
something I set out to do. My mother was a 
teacher at heart and she taught by telling 
stories. She told me most every story in the 
Old Testament and the impact of that af-
fected me more than I could ever have im-
agined. Initially, these Old Testament sto-
ries were stories about people who lived a 
long time ago when things seemed terribly 
tough. But as time went on, I saw myself in 
many of the characters. These stories em-
bodied the lives of all men on earth. We all 
struggle with fortune, misfortune, being 
overwhelmed, possessing greed, envy, hate, 
fear, stubbornness, and we all make choic-
es. The over-riding theme  weaving in and 

out of the lives of the Old Testament char-
acters is that it is not the smarts, looks, or 
talents you have that will get you through 
life, but it is your relationship with the 
Lord that will. Nothing else stands the test 
of time. From my own faith journey I real-
ized that you can not tell people what or 
how to think but you can stimulate that 
search for meaning in others. How others 
have found the strength to live their lives in 
a meaningful way, makes for their own 
personal story. That story, in turn, touches 
the lives of others. In a sense we are all 
teachers to one another. Facilitating that 
process of sharing is what my particular 
brand of teaching is about.” 

 When asked what she hopes to accom-
plish in teaching, Ada replied, “To stimu-
late and support the faith journeys we all 
have. My particular style of teaching is one 
in which I facilitate discussion. It is by 
sharing our views and experiences with one 
another about the subject at hand that we 
become the body of Christ. In that unity, 
we are not a bunch of people who all think 
the same but we are unique and different in 
our ideas and how we live our Christian 

lives. The differences between us expands 
our individual growth journeys, taking us 
to places we’ve not been before, enriching 
our lives, and strengthening our faith in 
God.” 

 I asked Ada if she could send one core 
message to the congregation, what would 
that message be? She responded, 
“Salvation is the first step in our life jour-
neys. Transformation is God’s ultimate 
goal for our lives. Stagnation and compla-
cency is our biggest enemy. There are two 
concrete activities that will help you stay 
firmly rooted in your faith. One is daily 
individual prayer that includes talking to 
God and listening to Him. The other is fel-
lowshipping with others in the universal 
church. These activities may appear easy 
initially, but to stay consistent in doing 
them can be a challenge. Should you strug-
gle with the above, call our pastor or call 
anyone in the congregation that you might 
feel comfortable talking to. Meanwhile, I 
invite you to come join us in all activities 
currently being offered at First Presbyteri-
an.” 

J o h n  F o r s b e r g  

 John Forsberg was born and raised in 
Minneapolis, Kansas. He received Christ 
there in a Presbyterian church when he was 
12 years old. John has a BS degree in Ani-
mal Husbandry, a BS degree in Chemistry 
and Mathematics, and a Doctorate of Veter-
inarian Medicine degree from Kansas State 
University. 

 John started a Veterinarian practice in 
the small railroad and agricultural town of 
Forsyth, Montana.. He pursued this career 
for 22 years. John said, “I sold my practice 
and tried to retire. I found out I couldn’t do 
that so I took a position with the U.S. Food 
Safety Inspection Service as a Supervisory 
Veterinarian Medical Officer.” John trav-
eled a great deal working for the govern-
ment. He spent time in North and South 
Dakota, Wyoming, Montana, and parts of 
Idaho and Washington. Twenty three years 
ago, John was asked if he would be the su-
pervisor of the slaughter plants in the cir-
cuit of Butte, Missoula, Kalispell, Ronan, 
Eureka, and Columbia Falls. They told 
John he could live anywhere in the circuit 
and he chose Whitefish. He’s lived here 
ever since.  

 Teaching has been a passion for John for 
many years. He recalled, “I taught Sunday 
School while in college. I taught junior 

high, high school, college aged kids, and 
while we were in Forsyth, I taught an adult 
Sunday School class. I also taught for about 
six years in St. Anthony, Idaho and was 
ordained an elder in the St. Anthony Pres-
byterian Church in 1960.” 

 The First Presbyterian Church has been 
John’s home since moving to Whitefish 23 
years ago. I asked John what attracted him 
to FPC. He replied, “I’ve always been a 
Presbyterian. I like their philosophy and 
especially the conservative evangelism of 
most of the Presbyterian churches I’ve at-
tended before. I was moderator of the Syn-
od of the Rockies when we lived in Forsyth 
and met several influential people who 
were conservative evangelists. This appeals 
to me more so than being in a liberal situa-
tion. The conservative evangelist considers 
the scriptures as being the actual word of 
God. My teaching and sermons I have com-
posed has leaned toward conservative 
evangelism.”  

 John feeling that conservative evangelis-
tic churches are growing while liberal 
churches are dying. John’s concern over 
this issue prompted him to say, “I’m very 
concerned over this. That’s the reason why 
I’m teaching this Men’s Prayer Breakfast. I 
stress evangelical conservatism. It stems 

from the actual reading of the bible and the 
interpretation of the bible as for Christ’s 
teachings, all the way through Peter and 
Paul. This teaching leans towards the really 
true and triune God whereas the liberal 
type of worship does not do that.” John 
summed up his calling to teach as, “I want 
to promote evangelical missions in my 
teaching.” 

 The Men’s Prayer Breakfast group covers 
things that are of interest to the Presbyteri-
an Church USA. John has served on the 
National Board of the Presbyterian Lay 
Committee for 34 years and keeps the 
group well informed. John emphasized that 
this committee is dedicated to conservative 
evangelistic information and teaching. 

 I also invited John to answer the ques-
tion I’ve asked of the other educators. That 
question being, if he could send one core 
message to the congregation, what would 
that message be? John replied, “The mis-
sion statement of this church does not say 
anything. It says, ‘To glorify God and enjoy 
Him forever.’ Now, that doesn’t say any-
thing. What I would like to proclaim to this 
church in a mission statement according to 
scripture—Jesus Christ is the only way to 
salvation and there is no other.” 
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 The education committee decided it would be 
nice to have an article written by a church mem-
ber for our publication. I volunteered for this 
issue. Beware! If no one else steps forward to 
write for following publications, you might be 
stuck with reading my ramblings every issue. With-
out further musings, I’ll relate a brief story about 
a man few have heard of. His name was Michael 
Molinos. 

 I choose Molinos to write about because of a 
comment I made in a Tuesday night group. As 
usual, when I spoke my profound utterances, jaws 
dropped, eyes went to studying ceiling tile, and 

some nodded in knowing sympathy. The comment I made was, “God’s 
preferred method of winning is by losing.” Pity me. What in the world 
could I have meant? Well, it’s been my experience gleaned through walking 
the dusty corridors of Christian history that men and women of great faith 
had at least one thing profoundly in common. They were losers! They 
failed at practically everything and through that failure, they plunged into 
the depths of Jesus Christ. Failure seems to be a pre-requisite for deep, 
abiding faith. It’s more precious than gold when passed along to other 
pilgrims who dare to follow. God values failure. He values it very highly!  

 My source for the story that follows is the Spiritual Guide by Michael 
Molinos. A mini- bio of Molinos is in the back of the book. What follows 
is a condensed version of that bio. Permission to do so has been graciously 
granted by Seedsowers Publishing House. By Bob Paulus 

Michael Molinos 

(The Great Heretic) 

 

 The Roman Catholic church has a 

name for people who are interested in a 
deeper walk with the Lord; they call these 
people mystics, a term usually misunder-
stood by Protestants. The two most out-
standing names (mystics) of the 16th cen-
tury are John of the Cross and Theresa who 
were both Spaniards. The Spaniards were a 
people of the heart more than they were of 
the head and spent less time conjecturing 
about what it was they believed and more 
time experiencing what they believed.  

 Catholic mysticism was but one of two 
ways to piety within the Roman tradition. 
Catholic mystics, practicing their way, 
made up only a tiny segment of Catholics in 
any generation. The other way? There was 
a way to God and to piety that was far more 
popular than mysticism will ever be—far 
more adhered to, believed in, and prac-
ticed. And what was that? Piety, arrived at 
through formalism. And what is formal-
ism? It is putting our trust in outward ob-
servances, ceremony, ritual, and traditions. 
From time to time, those two diametrically 
opposed influences have to clash. As the 
great historian Will Durant stated, “The 
church has persecuted only two groups of 
people. Those who did not follow the teach-
ings of Jesus and those who did!” 

 Michael Molinos was a Spanish priest 
who lived during the seventeenth century. 
He traveled to Rome in about 1670. Moli-
nos quickly attracted attention, which 
seems to have grown out of both his per-
sonality and his teachings. He was deeply 
steeped in Spanish Catholic mysticism. 

 Many of the foremost families of Rome 

began to seek out Molinos as their confes-
sor. He soon became one of the best known 
people in Rome, becoming friends with 
many powerful churchmen, including Pope 
Innocent XI. Molinos and Innocent became 
such close friends that some have theorized 
that Innocent may have been leaning to-
wards reform in the practices of the Roman 
Church.  

 The most powerful monarch of Europe 
at this time was Louis XIV. He sent Cardi-
nal d’Estrees to check on this rising phe-
nomenon. The Cardinal was very impressed 
with Molinos. His influence grew until he 
was giving advise to the great across Eu-
rope.  

 At this time across Europe, there was a 
sort of mini-revolt going on against formal-
ism within the church. In Germany, it was 
known as Pietism. In Italy, it was called 
Quietism. The movement was broadening 
its influence across Italy and Spain. Even in 
Protestant England there was Quakerism, 
the dissenting Protestant version of Quiet-
ism. Now history clearly shows us that any-
time something new within the world of 
religion becomes popular it can only grow 
just so large and be just so popular before a 
reaction sets in; and woe to those who 
stand in the way of that reaction.  

 Molinos was a totally orthodox Catholic 
who advocated that every person who 
sought a deeper walk with God also restrict 
himself to total obedience to his Spiritual 
Director. Who could possibly oppose him? 
His success in Rome was unbroken.  

 Molinos became so popular that pres-
sure was put upon him to put his teaching 
into print. Sometime in the early 1670’s 
Molinos began writing a book that would 
eventually become the most hated, feared, 
damned, suppressed, denounced, and 
burned book ever to be penned by a Catho-
lic. The book was published in 1675 under 
the title Spiritual Guide. It was a clearly 

written book and became one of the most 
popular religious books of that age. It was 
translated into every major language of 
Western Europe. The book received written 
praise from no less than four Jesuit schol-
ars—all of them served on the Inquisition!   

 A growing number of priests were adopt-
ing Molinos’ methods and advising their 
people to do likewise. The Jesuits were 
getting nervous concerning this Molinos 
fellow. He was teaching things that did not 
square with everything they taught. Even-
tually the Jesuits found that Molinos was 
teaching the idea that confession was not 
necessary before communion. In fact, Moli-
nos had not been to confession in many 
years! But this was not the heart of the is-
sue. The real issue that caused the Jesuits 
to quake in their sandals was fear. Fear of 
the emergence of a new power. Molinos 
was popular and had followers. When “old” 
or established power sees new power 
emerging, it feels threatened. The Jesuits 
were very powerful in numbers, land, and 
wealth. But most of all, in the throne of 
France; Louis the IV. 

 A student of Church history discovers 
that rarely, if ever, does the true problem 
within any Catholic or Protestant dispute 
emerge into the open. In all of church his-
tory’s disputes, it is money, insecurity, 
someone else’s success, power, spheres of 
influence, that are the underlying factors in 
virtually any Christian blow-up. Theology is 
but a convenient and effective smoke 
screen.  

 The first sign of opposition to Molinos 
appeared in a man named Segneri who was 
a very popular priest who spoke highly of 
the inward life but insisted that this was a 
type of experience and relationship to God 
that only few people could know. He main-
tained that for ordinary people to follow 
these teachings of Molinos was to expose 
them to great risks. Segneri gave Moses as 
an example of one man out of a million 
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people. Only one in a million is called to 
stand face to face before God. 

 Segneri also objected to Molinos asser-
tion concerning the Catholic views on the 
two kinds of prayer—“meditation” and 
“contemplation”. Meditation is outward 
while contemplation is more subjective. 
Molinos was saying that once you lay aside 
the first kind of prayer—meditation—you 
should never return to it but continue only 
in the second kind of prayer, contempla-
tion. Segneri’s attack on Molinos went no-
where. In fact he lost his followers over it 
but he had dared oppose a popular figure. 

 But another attack on Molinos was soon 
to follow. It came in January of 1682. The 
Archbishop of Naples wrote a letter to the 
Pope in which he told of what happens 
when people follow Molinos’ teachings. 
“Lately, there has been introduced into 
Naples a frequent use of passive prayer, 
which is called by some the prayer of pure 
faith or quiet. They usually refer to them-
selves as Quietists because they make use 
neither of mediation nor vocal prayer, but 
when they pray, they remain as quiet and 
as silent as if they were either dumb or 
dead.” 

 The Archbishop went on say that those 
who practice this form of prayer had given 
up their rosaries, abandoned their images 
(including the crucifix), and had even given 
up the daily practice of mass. He asked the 
Pope to give him advise as to how to deal 
with this immediate threat.  

 Perhaps a lesson can be learned from 
this. A new movement can be tolerated 
until the religious hierarchy begins to lose 
membership and/or finances. When the 
most sacred traditional ceremonies and 
practices begin to be abandoned then the 
religious world will begin to persecute 
whatever thing it is that is causing the 
change. 

 Previously the Jesuits had backed Se-
gneri. Now they backed the Archbishop’s 
letters. At last, public opposition had bro-
ken out. In the midst of all this, the Inquisi-
tion intervened. They set up a commission 
in Rome to look into the writings of Moli-

nos. Men began that ancient struggle with 
definitions. Define a thing, then you can 
battle over it.  

 Sides began to be drawn. Bishops, cardi-
nals and scholars began to take sides. Pres-
sure was raining down upon the Holy Of-
fice. In 1682, the commission assembled. 
They read the books of Segneri and Moli-
nos. And shockingly, they decided that the 
book by Segneri was condemned! The book 
by Molinos was upheld as being “in agree-
ment with the faith of the church and with 
Christian morality”. The people called Qui-
etists had the approval of the tribunal. As a 
result, Molinos became more popular than 
ever. 

 With this turn of events, the Jesuits only 
increased their zeal to find something vul-
nerable in Molinos’ teachings. Their alarm 
was further increased when they observed 
that the revival Molinos had ignited had the 
blessing of the Pope! Their greatest store of 
political power lay in France.. They tied 
Molinos to something that Louis IV hated 
and feared—heresy. Louis had recently 
done a magnificent job stamping out the 
Calvinists (Huguenots) of France and now 
he was hearing of a new movement in Italy 
that could fill the Huguenot vacuum.  In 
1685 Louis, being the most powerful mon-
arch in Europe, sent a letter to the Pope 
expressing his grief that favor had been 
shown a heretic. 

 Power and money have significant influ-
ence in any age. The Pope began to waver. 
The matter was, once again, turned over to 
the Inquisition. In May, 1685, Molinos was 
summoned before the Inquisition. Later, 
papal guards came to his house arresting 
him and he was thrown into prison. Next, 
Molinos’ home was searched. Twenty thou-
sand letters were found. Among these let-
ters was correspondence with some of the 
most influential figures of Europe. The re-
alization of the fame and influence that 
Molinos exerted terrified the Jesuits. All 
twenty thousand letters were burned! 

 In November of 1685 the Spanish Inqui-
sition officially condemned The Spiritual 
Guide. Molinos was doomed! For the next 
two years, very little was heard of Molinos 
or his controversy. He was simply swal-
lowed up. The people began to forget. In 
this fading memory of Molinos, the Inquisi-
tion decided to make its final strike. His 
trial began in February, 1687. What tran-
spired has been shrouded in controversy 
for over 300 years. To this day, the Vatican 
has never published nor even allowed any-
one to view the record of those proceed-
ings. They remain sealed to this day but 
some facts are known, while others are 

pure conjecture.  

 We know that the teachings of Molinos 
had spread so widely in Europe that there 
was the possibility that this movement 
might become the primary force in Catholi-
cism and eventually control the church. The 
teaching disregarded the Mass and public 
worship, and questioned confession and 
penance. The Inquisition was probably 
considering Molinos as being the instigator 
of a rebellion. But one cannot convict a 
man who is so popular. Public opinion 
needed to be turned against Molinos and 
his very memory must be eradicated from 
the pages of history. 

 The method for accomplishing this is as 
old and sure as humanity itself. Rumors 
about Molinos—lies—were released in the 
streets of Rome. Most were ridiculous but 
people loved malicious scandal then as 
much as today. First, his enemies gave his 
teachings a name, then damned that name 
(It is a ploy as old as hate). They called him 
a Alombrados. The Alombrados were a sect 
in Spain that had once taught that prayers 
were worthless and that the only true pray-
ers were ecstasy. They also taught that the 
sacraments were not necessary and that 
those who were truly close to God commit-
ted no sin. 

 Another rumor was the accusation that 
Molinos was Jewish. Anti-Semitism ran 
high in those days. Thirdly, his teachings 
were so twisted that they were able to say 
he was actually teaching subversion of mor-
al conduct. 

 The ultimate rumor sealed Molinos fate 
and reputation. It is this rumor that de-
stroyed Molinos’ influence in church histo-
ry, caused historians to steer clear of him, 
and left him and his writings without friend 
or defender. Rumor is that at his trial, a 
number of women testified of having had 
sex with Molinos. This sexual activity, his 
enemies insisted, was the ultimate end to 
which his teachings would lead anyone who 
followed them to their logical conclusion. 
How many women testified? No one 
knows. The rumors gave all sorts of num-
bers. And with the passage of over 300 
years, even the rumors may have been only 
a rumor. No one knows who spoke against 
him at his trial. But those rumors remain, 
even to this day, to haunt and damn the 
name Michael Molinos. 

 If there had been even the most remote 
truth to any of the tales, the evidence would 
have been broadcast from one end of Italy 
to the other. The Vatican needed only to 
release the transcript of the trial. When the 
charges were finally released publicly, not 
one word of moral wrongdoing was men-
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tioned.  

 By the time Molinos was brought up for 
judgment, the people in Rome were in-
flamed against him and clamoring for his 
death. The rumors had done their job thor-
oughly. On February 9, 1687, two hundred 
of Molinos’ followers were arrested, includ-
ing priests! All were thrown into prison. 

 Next the Inquisition set up a commis-
sion to investigate convents and monaster-
ies where Molinos’ teachings had been 
practiced. A new batch of rumors began. 
Monks and nuns had given up saying the 
rosary, the crucifix had been abandoned, 
and prayers were those inward, shapeless 
things.   

 In the midst of all this, it was announced 
that Molinos had confessed he was a here-
tic and that he had recanted and confessed 
of other sins. What were these other sins? 
It remains a mystery. One thing seems cer-
tain. Molinos was not found guilty of sexual 
immorality. If he was, he most certainly 
would have been put to death. It was an-
nounced that he would spend the rest of his 
life in prison.  

 All public statements about Molinos 
were couched in vague generalities such as, 
“Molinos is guilty of having taught Godless 
doctrines and of having practiced them.” 
Once the charges against Molinos were 
officially made public, all copies of the 
Spiritual Guide—once officially acclaimed 

by the Inquisition—were ordered burned. 
Anyone found possessing any writings by 
Molinos would be automatically excommu-
nicated from the church. 

 Had Molinos really been on the verge of 
a great reformation movement within the 
Roman Catholic Church? We will never 
know. The torch was so successfully put to 
this movement that 300 years later the 
question is unanswerable. The Inquisition 
decided that Molinos’ recanting would be 
officially celebrated. They issued a procla-
mation stating that any person attending 
this ceremony would be given 15 years of 
indulgences. A huge crowd was guaranteed. 
Tens of thousands attended along with car-
dinals, bishops, and royalty. Molinos was 
led before the expectant crowd. Someone 
read the charges against him. The crowd 
became so furious they began shouting, “To 
the flames! To the flames!” Then came the 
judgment, Molinos was to be sentenced to 
life imprisonment.  

 Molinos was a devout Catholic priest. He 
undoubtedly believed that one should sub-
mit to the church in all things. After the 
reading, Molinos knelt down and formally 
renounced his heresy and signed a state-
ment to the same effect. He was escorted to 
a Dominican convent outside of Rome. A 
small lonely cell within the bowels awaited 
him. Standing before the door of that cell, 
knowing that once he entered the darkness 
of that dungeon he would be swallowed up 
forever, Molinos turned to the Dominican 
priest who was about to seal that door and 
said, “Good-by, Father. We shall meet 
again on the day of judgment. Then it will 
be seen if the truth was on your side or 
mine.” With his last words before disap-
pearing from the world, Molinos recanted 
his recantation!  

 Michael Molinos lived ten years in that 
solitary cell. He finally died and was taken 
away and buried. On his tomb a simple 
inscription was chiseled—Here lies the 
body of Dr. Molinos the great heretic. 

What is to be learned from the story of Michael 
Molinos? One would be tempted to utter, “This 
is really sad. Why does God allow such defeat 
among God’s people and the church? I’m sure 
He would have wanted something else.” 

 Well, that would be one way of looking at it. 
All we have left of Molinos is the book he 
penned. You can order it through the Seedsowers 
Publishing House at www.seedsowers.com. You may 
find it one of the most spiritual publications you 
have ever read. Then again, you may find it of-
fensive, bewildering, or worst yet, boring. After 
reading it, give the previous question a ponder. I 
certainly did by asking anew—Does God win by 
losing? The power people definitely won along 
with the system. Yep, injustice triumphed again 
and the status quo, no matter how shallow and 
corrupt , was left in-tact and stronger than ever. 
It all kind of reminded me of a day in the 1st 
century when senseless men made up a cross and 
triumphed over a peasant from Nazareth. Does 
God win by losing? 
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