
 I was born in Missoula, 
Montana. My elementary 
school years were spent in 
Columbia Falls, as my Dad 
was with The Bank of CF 
and my Mother was (is) a 
homemaker. We attended 
The Methodist Church 

and to this day, sometimes 
I slip and say “trespasses”. I grew up skiing 
on Big Mountain and spending summers at 
Ashley Lake. My Dad and a partner bought 
the Somers State Bank which is now The 
Valley Bank of Kalispell. We moved to Ka-
lispell and began attending the First Pres-
byterian Church of Kalispell when I was in 
junior high. At that time, I had the privilege 
of attending our church camp on Flathead 
Lake. During my senior year of high school, 
I was invited to a Lundstrom Crusade. Be-
cause of the foundation that had been laid 
earlier  and the Lundstroms’ ministry, I am 
a Christian today. I graduated in 1971 from 
FHS and went on to the University of Mon-
tana where I met my future husband, Ron. 
I knew who he was because of his being a 
star athlete from Whitefish. I lived in the 
KKG house and he was on a football schol-
arship. We were married in the First Pres-
byterian Church of Kalispell after our soph-
omore year of college.  Later, Ron had a 
stint with the Cincinnati Bengals and I 
worked at a Savings and Loan. We had two 
children, Kirsten and Joel, and bought a 
starter home outside Missoula. I stayed at 
home with our children, became involved 

in a neighborhood bible study, and a mem-
ber of the Lolo Community Church. 

We sold our home and moved to Ka-
lispell where Ron entered into a manage-
ment trainee program at Glacier Bank. 
Both our children were in school by then 
and I went to work at Valley Bank. I be-
came a member and leader of Bible Study 
Fellowship, which had a huge impact on my 
life.  

Glacier Bank transferred Ron to their 
Whitefish branch, so we sold our home and 
moved to WF. Ron later went to work at 
First Interstate Bank and I went to work at 
School District 44, working in the main and 
guidance offices at WHS as well as the spe-
cial education office. 

We began attending FPC in 1990 and I 
reactivated my membership. Our children 
became involved in our outstanding youth 
program and our daughter was baptized 
here when she was in junior high. Both of 
our children were married in this church. 
Joel & Shannon’s wedding photos are on 
our website and in our church directory. 
Our grandson was baptized here. I have 
served as a kindergarten Sunday school 
teacher and as a Deacon for eight years. I 
also do the flower beds in the summer and 
the Christmas decorations on the outside of 
the building. 

I am at least a fourth generation Presby-
terian. My great grandfather served as a 
Deacon at the Presbyterian Church in Day-

ton. My 
grandmother 
was deeply 
involved at 
First Presby-
terian in Ka-
lispell. One of 
the guest 
rooms at our 
new Glacier 
Presbyterian 
Church Camp 
is named in 
her honor—
The Metta 
Steere King room. 

I was a volunteer with Moose on the 
Loose and The Great Bear Affair, which 
were community fundraisers for the NW 
Humane Society, Spay and Neuter Task 
Force, and Stumptown Art Studio. Because 
of my love of animals, I am a member of 
the NW Humane Society. Because of my 
deep roots in the valley, I have an apprecia-
tion of local history. I am a member of the 
NW Historical Society and a member of the 
Conrad Mansion Museum. 

Now that I’m retired, I enjoy all winter 
activities, especially downhill skiing. I love 
to hike in Glacier Park, vacation at Ashley 
Lake, follow the Griz, do bible study, and 
enjoy good friends. 

My entire family lives here. My husband, 
son, father, brothers, and niece are all 
bankers. Both of our children graduated 
from the U. of M. Joel played football for 
the Griz, as did his grandfather and father 
before him. He is now the Assistant V.P. at 
Valley Bank. Kirsten is the Instructional 
Technology Specialist at FVCC and her hus-
band Derek is Senior Network Analyst at 
Plum Creek. They have two children. Joel 
and Shannon, a stay-at-home mom, have 
one son.  My three grandchildren are my 
greatest joy. 

I am so thankful for my church family. I 
know if anything were to happen to me, 
there would be a line of people on my door-
step. I am thankful for Dan and Marcia and 
I think they are doing a fine job. 

In order to attract people, we need to 
make a good impression on Sunday morn-
ings. I’ve noticed new people standing 
alone after the service. There should be 
members introducing themselves, shaking 
their hands, and welcoming them. We, as a 
congregation, need to take a more active 
approach. That includes coffee hour in the 
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K a r e n  R o s e n b e r g :  



 Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania 
was my 
hometown. My 
father was a 
Presbyterian 
minister and my 
mom a teacher. I 
have two older 
sisters. I gradu-
ated from high 
school in Pitts-
burgh and decid-

ed to go to a Presbyterian related college 
north of Pittsburgh called Westminster 

College. It was there that Miriam and I met. 
I was giving a talk on yoga for speech class 
and was seated in the lotus seat on top of a 
table walking on my hands. Miriam 
thought, This guy is really weird or very 
interesting! 

I earned a degree in history and immedi-
ately went on to seminary at Princeton The-
ological Seminary in New Jersey. Miriam 
worked as a teacher in a town across the 
river about 40 miles away. We dated by 
meeting at the river. This got frustrating so 
we decided to get married. Miriam worked 
as a teacher while I went to school.  

I earned a Divinity degree at Princeton 
with an emphasis on New Testament stud-
ies. We both had a desire to go to Scotland 
and I had a scholarship for one year. I was 
accepted at the University of Edinburgh 
and entered the Master of Theology Pro-
gram. I didn’t know if I wanted to pursue a 
PHD at this time but I did want to pursue 
the studies that Edinburgh offered. By the 
end of my first year, I was encouraged to 
pursue a PHD so I embarked on that goal. 
One spring, we went to Tubingen Universi-
ty in Germany where I attended one term. 
It was a picturesque town with buildings 
hundreds of years old. There were scholars 
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 I was born in 
East Palestine, 
Ohio, a small 
town in the east-
ern part of the 
state about the 
size of Whitefish 
and the high 
school team was 
even called the 
Bulldogs! White-
fish reminds me 
of my 

hometown.  

I was an only child, aged two, when my 
father died. My mother worked as a busi-
ness administrator for a trucking company. 
There were a lot of relatives close by and 
since East Palestine was a small town, I had 
lots of people looking out for me. 

After graduating from high school, I 
attended Westminster College, which was 
about an hour away from East Palestine. I 
earned a degree in Psychology and my 
plans were to go into social work but I was 
offered a teaching position in Special Edu-
cation in eastern Pennsylvania and I decid-
ed to take it.   

Al and I met at Westminster and mar-
ried when he was going to Princeton Semi-
nary in New Jersey. We dated by meeting 
at the Delaware River for about a year. Fi-
nally, we decided enough is enough and 
were married. I continued to teach in the 
Kendall Park School system just outside of 
Princeton. 

After college I had the opportunity to 
visit Scotland and we were delighted when 

Al was offered a scholarship to attend the 
University of Edinburgh. At first, we 
thought we were going to live there one 
year. It turned out to be nearly two years. 
Our first child, Allen, was born in Edin-
burgh so I became a stay-at-home-mom. 
We returned to the states with a VW Bug, a 
one year old, an English pram (which we 
still have), and a Basset hound. 

Al hadn’t quite finished his doctoral 
work when we moved to Washington D.C. 
where he taught at American University 
and our second child, Rob, was born. The 
two boys were 15 months apart so being a 
mom kept me very busy.  

Our next move was to New Castle, Penn-
sylvania where Al pastored  Highland Pres-
byterian Church. Our third child, Amy, was 
born there. We now had two boys and a 
girl, ages one, two, and three, plus two Bas-
set hounds.  I look back now and wonder 
how we handled that. After four years we 
farmed out the dogs, packed up the kids, 
and returned to Scotland to complete the 
doctoral program. 

Following our second time in Scotland 
we moved to Dayton, Ohio where we lived 
for 11 years and our children spent most of 
their school years. The remaining 20 work-
ing years were in Pittsburgh. Al was the 
pastor of Southminster Presbyterian 
Church and I returned to my teaching ca-
reer. During that time we did several sum-
mer exchanges with a church in Glasgow, 
Scotland and began our trips to the Flat-
head Valley and Glacier Park.  Both Allen 
and Amy worked in the Park. Allen was at 
Swift Current and Amy loved working at 
The Park Café in St. Mary’s. Allen graduat-

ed from the U of M and taught at Hellgate 
High in Missoula for six years. 

Following retirement in 2004, we moved 
to Whitefish. In 2005, shortly after our 
house was built, Al accepted an interim 
pastor job in New Jersey for two years. At 
first, I was very reluctant to leave our new 
home and life in Whitefish. God has a way 
of knowing what is best for us (imagine 
that!) and the time in NJ was a wonderful 
time for us, for the Church, and had the 
blessing of being close to Al’s older sister 
and her family. One advantage, for me, was 
the time to explore all the wonderful muse-
ums and music events in NYC. Now, I am 
thrilled to be back in Montana. We love 
hiking and snowshoeing and all of the great 
opportunities here, especially meeting and 
getting to know the wonderful folks in this 
valley. 

I was born and raised Presbyterian and 
FPC was a natural choice for us. It is a 
church with lovely architecture and a per-
fect location in downtown Whitefish. I 
serve on the Education and Worship Com-
mittees, enjoy the Wednesday morning 
bible study, and look forward to being or-
dained an elder. I would like to see FPC 
become more accessible for the down-town 
area with the doors open more often 
(perhaps for a brown-bag noon time dis-
cussion group once a week) and activities 
going on to draw folks in. I too would like 
to see more young people here. For an on-
going vibrant, future ministry, FPC needs 
more young families. That will require us to 
be very specific about this goal and willing 
to take the risks involved in this type of 
evangelism. We need to step out in faith. 

M i r i a m  F o s t e r :  

A l l e n  F o s t e r :  
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J e a n e t t e  C h e n e y :  

 I was born in 
Germany into a 
military family. 
Dad & Mom both 
loved the Lord 
and raised us in a 
Christian home 
that was very 
organized and 
somewhat strict 
which helped 
keep Mom’s san-
ity with 5 chil-

dren. 

We moved to Ft. Meade, Maryland when 
I was 10. In high school, the Post Youth 
Group was my social structure and guiding 
light. When I left for college, I had no real 
structure for the first time in my life. Since 
I was working my way through school, I felt 
“grown up” and free to do as I pleased. 

I regret some of the decisions I made. 
Now, I always advise Christian teens to 
make sure they find a church and young 

adult support group when they leave home. 
It will help keep their faith at the forefront 
and strengthen their armor. 

I graduated from the University of Mary-
land with a Journalism degree. The low-
light was my mother’s unexpected death in 
my sophomore year. The highlight was 
writing sports for the daily college paper, 
ending up as sports editor. That allowed me 
to travel the country with our nationally 
ranked basketball and football teams. 

My Work Career 

I taught tennis from the age of 16 through 
college and moved to Miami in 1978 to find 
my dream tennis job. I had $200 in my 
pocket, no job, no place to live, but it 
seemed like an excellent adventure. 

As Assistant Tennis Pro at Kendall Lakes 
Country club, I met six-year old Mary Joe 
Fernandez, who eventually became my best 
friend. Mary Joe turned professional at age 
14. Until 1997, I traveled with Mary Joe at 
times, including Wimbledon, French Open, 

Australian Open and US Open. 

1980-1987 – Real Estate Appraising and 
Brokerage. By 1985, I became the 3rd wom-
an in the US to hold the MAI (commercial 
appraiser). I held local & national offices 
and in 1985, became partner in a commer-
cial appraisal firm. 

1987-1993 – In addition to appraising & 
brokerage, I was the managing partner of a 
220-retirement home in Central Florida. 

1994-1998 – I was a full time commer-
cial broker, specializing in Retirement 
Housing projects. The last 3 years of my 
career, I was blessed to sell 13 projects to-
taling $151 million dollars. But all of this 
came at a huge physical & spiritual price. 

The Big Change—God tries to whisper to 
us. Then He nudges us. Then His voice gets 
louder. If we aren’t in tune with Him, 
sometime He has to shake us hard to get 
our attention. 

In 1993, shortly after getting divorced, I 

there that I wanted to study with for my 
dissertation.  

While we were in Scotland, I received an 
offer from American University in Wash-
ington, D. C. teaching Biblical Studies. I 
accepted the position, even though I hadn’t 
finished my doctorate yet, and taught for 
one year. It gave me excellent experience in 
the academic world.  

I was called as pastor to a Presbyterian 
Church in New Castle, Pennsylvania where 
I served for four years. Then I went back to 
Scotland and finished the PHD program 
and came back to America and became 
pastor of a Presbyterian church in Dayton, 
Ohio.  

I pastored the church in Dayton 11 years 
and then received a call to pastor a Presby-
terian church in Pittsburgh where I grew 
up. We stayed in Pittsburgh for 20 years 
until I retired. I have spent most of my ca-
reer as a pastor but have done some teach-
ing. In fact, when I pastored my first 
church, I taught for a time at my old alma 
mater Westminster College. I also taught at 
a Methodist Seminary in Dayton part-time.  

After we moved to Pittsburgh, I occa-
sionally taught at Pittsburgh Seminary do-
ing a class or lecture but the church I pas-
tored was quite large and kept me very 

busy. 

Miriam and I have three children—two 
boys and a girl. We also have five grand-
children. Our first son was born in Scot-
land, our second son in Washington D.C., 
and our daughter in New Castle, Pennsyl-
vania.  

We’ve been coming to the Flathead area 
for the past 20 years. Our son was working 
in Glacier Park and raved about the beauty 
of this area. We spent summer vacations 
here every year and bought land in 2000 to 
build our house. During July we would be 
here and I would frequently get my ser-
mons planned for the coming year (in 
terms of topics, basic ideas and scripture 
texts). 

In 2004, I retired from my pastoral posi-
tion in Pittsburgh and we moved to White-
fish and built our house. In 2005, my sis-
ter’s church in New Jersey suddenly needed 
a pastor. She asked if I would be interested. 
I ended up being the interim pastor for two 
years at that church. In the fall of 2007, we 
came back to Whitefish and we’ve been 
enjoying retirement and going to FPC regu-
larly.  

I’ve written one little book entitled Dy-
ing With Grace and Hope. I’m presently 
working on another book that addresses 

the literature coming out by the so-called 
New Militant Atheists who are critical of 
belief in God. I’ve gotten encouragement 
from a couple of people I know (such as 
Eugene Peterson) and hope to finish it and 
find a publisher. 

We have been Presbyterians forever so it 
was natural that we attend FPC when we 
first came to Whitefish. Our house is next 
to the golf course and I’m looking forward 
to playing golf this season. We also enjoy 
hiking and white water rafting.  

I would have to concur with others that it is 
important for this church to attract young 
adults. It’s been my experience that if a 
church can attract two or three families, 
they become a magnet for other families. 
My fear is that in a few years, if we don’t 
attract younger families, this church could 
shrink away. If I can be helpful regarding 
this situation, I would love to become in-
volved. I’ve had experience in this particu-
lar area and know the success that follows 
hard, focused work. If one wants to see 
change of any kind, you have to get very 
intentional about it. A game plan needs to 
be developed and a line of responsibility 
established. I believe we can accomplish 
established goals 
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was first diagnosed with cancer (malignant 
melanoma). After surgery, I was pro-
nounced cured and continued my same 
crazy lifestyle (overworked, little sleep, 
poor diet & lots of stress). I wasn’t relying 
on God – I was trying to do it all myself. 

I became a Private Pilot, earning my 
Instrument and Commercial ratings. In 
Sept. 1996, at the start of a planned two 
month across country trip in my airplane, I 
had an emergency, gear-up landing in a 
residential street in Mississippi. A few 
weeks later, a friend introduced me to 
Randy and I knew shortly that he was a gift 
from God. 

In November 1996, my cancer had re-
turned and in early January 1997, I had 
major surgery and was started on a heavy 
course of drugs. Within six months, I had 
lost 60 lbs and felt like I was dying. A 
friend gave me the book, God’s Way to Ul-
timate Health. I quit all standard medical 
treatments and embarked on a natural 
healing journey. 

For the next year, I tried many therapies, 
yet had three more surgeries. In August of 
1998, the melanoma returned with a venge-
ance. Two Oncologists told me I would 

have to start aggressive chemo immediate-
ly, or I would die within two months! 

That day’s mail brought a brochure for a 
Colorado Christian Juice Fast program that 
I had ordered long before. It arrived that 
particular day. Clearly, God was at work. 

I went to the program two weeks later. 
After realizing how toxic I was, I knew God 
was moving me in a new direction. I gave 
the real estate company to my employees 
and went on a full time healing journey. 
Over the next months, the cancer was 
growing rapidly, but I knew I was on the 
right path. 

The last time I had new tumors was in 
Dec. 1998 and the cancer stopped growing 
in early 1999. I began a Wellness Ministry 
at my church. In the fall of 1999, I did a 
nine-week live-in Health Educator training 
at Hippocrates Health Institute. 

In Jan 2000, Randy & I came to the 
Flathead for a five day ski vacation. By day 
four, we had found a beautiful home and 
felt God was calling us to Montana. 

We moved here in June 2000 and found 
FPC the first Sunday. It surely was a change 

from the 3,000 member First Presbyterian 
Ft. Lauderdale. Soon we realized that you 
probably only know about 100 people in 
any church you attend, no matter what the 
size. In Whitefish, that means you are for-
tunate to know just about everyone at 
church and most of them are helping out in 
some way. 

Continuing with my work at the Ft. 
Lauderdale church, I have taught Sunday 
School and served as Elder here in White-
fish. I’m blessed to help seek God’s vision 
for our church in this challenging time. 

God led me to open the Wellness Educa-
tion Center in 2001. In February 2009, we 
will hold our 90th Guided Juice Fast pro-
gram, having served over 2,000 people. We 
try to help people discover the root causes 
of their ailments and find healing through 
lifestyle changes and reliance upon God. 

I run WEC on a non-profit basis, accept 
no pay, and am blessed to share with others 
what God has taught me over the years. He 
kept me alive in the face of death, and now 
I look to fulfill His will in every facet of my 
life. As we struggle financially and spiritu-
ally at times, I know He will provide and 
protect, if we trust and rely upon Him. 

R a n d y  C h e n e y :  

 I was born in 
Lynwood, Cali-
fornia which is a 
suburb of Los 
Angeles. My par-
ents moved from 
Southern Califor-
nia to Columbia 
Falls in 2004. 
My mother is 
from Holland. I 
have one sister, 
Sandy, who lives 

in Bigfork. 

My father worked for AT&T as a political 
communications consultant and mother 
was pretty much a stay-at-home mom, ex-
cept for a short time selling real estate. 

I attended Whittier Christian High 
School in Whittier California, a suburb of 
Los Angles, and still keep in touch with my 
classmates. 

My dad taught me the meaning of hard 
work which I’ve done all my life. He taught 
me to be “Mr. Fix It”.  As a teen, I worked 
in a transmission business a relative 
owned. I used that knowledge to make 

money for flying lessons.  

I caught a 21 lb lobster when I was 17 
years old. We have photos. It’s as big as 
some dogs! 

After high school, I attended Mt San 
Antonio College (Commercial aviation) and 
was the Captain of the archery team at Rio 
Hondo College (came in 3rd place in the 
U.S. Western United States competition). 

After graduating from College, I was a 
flight instructor. Later, I became a corpo-
rate pilot. Some of my passengers included 
Jerry Lee Lewis and “Mr. Tabasco” Walter 
McIlhenny. 

In 1984, I was fortunate to be hired by 
American Airlines right at the beginning of 
a huge influx of new pilots. I first flew the 
727 and within five years, I made Captain. I 
then moved up to the 767 International, 
flying to South America & Europe. 

In 2001, I became a Check Airman on 
the 767, but after the September 11th trage-
dy, I returned to line flying on the 777. I am 
still based in Miami and commute to Mon-
tana. 

Currently, I fly mostly to Buenos Aries, 
Argentina, Sao Paulo, Brazil, London and 
Madrid. I have seven more years of service 
prior to retirement. 

My three beautiful daughters all live in 
Florida. Daughter, Jeanette, is married to 
Dan, a fireman. I spend a great deal of time 
with them and enjoy teaching Dan father-
son things like automobile & home repair. 

Daughter, Leslie, who lived here in Mon-
tana with us for one year, attends college in 
Orlando. Daughter, Jackie, will be living 
with us this summer and then going to Italy 
to continue her studies before returning to 
Ft. Lauderdale for the Registered Nurse 
program (and to be Dad’s room mate). 

Jeanette and I married on January 31, 
1998 & Moved to Montana in June 2000. 

 I served as a Deacon in Ft. Lauderdale 
and Whitefish, but my current travel sched-
ule limits my participation at FPC. I like the 
personal worship of a smaller church and 
FPC is the same denomination as our 
church in Ft. Lauderdale. I love the friendly 
Christian atmosphere our church provides. 
It would be nice to see more family mem-
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bers with children. 

I enjoy working on cars (everything from 
maintenance to rebuilding engines & body 
work). I love to build things (even bridges) 
and enjoy woodworking, welding, and any-

thing involving tools! 

I love using my tractor & excavator and 
enjoy golf (working hard to improve my 
game)! I also enjoy fishing, skiing, and 
hunting. 

The message I would like to share with 
the congregation is: be still, listen, and give 
thanks in all things—good and bad. God 
really does know what he is doing. 

 

It is obvious that many young people are turned off by the institu-
tional church. But, many are not. Churches that have been very 
focused on bringing more young people in have been successful in 
doing so. To say, “No one wants to come to church anymore,” can 
be an excuse for not doing the work necessary to make it happen. 
The proof that many young people want to be involved with 
church is born out in the independent denominations that are 
attracting these people in droves. This may be an ambitious idea 
for the people here but some churches have started nursery and 
day-care programs that created a draw for young adults to attend 
their church.  It would be interesting to explore that possibility 
here at FPC. 

  

I do think that young adults are interested in church. There is 
some falling away but a lot of them are longing to find a church to 
attend. Young adults attract other young adults. First, we need to 
establish a core base; then we’ll get others. I’d like us to target 
families with very young children. Wishing that we had younger 
families won’t make it happen.  We need to organize, plan, and set 
clear goals and then step out in faith.  

 

I think it is crucial to the future of our church that we find a way 
to attract young adults. There are certainly great people who go 
here but a mixture of age groups adds to the overall quality. I’m 
not sure what attracts young adults to a particular church but the 
churches that have a lot of young adult members also have strong 
youth groups. Teens form strong relationships in youth groups 
and perhaps the church setting where they meet carries over to an 
adult experience for them after a few years. This seems to be true 
for at least a few. However, I’m skeptical regarding the usefulness 
of youth groups in general as producing good candidates for com-
mitted church-going adults. The groups I have attended as a teen 
were not at all spiritual in any capacity. They were more social 
groups for teens so they provided little exposure to the spirituality 
of Christianity. The spiritual is what will attract anyone to a 
church. Young people have vitality and energy. The young adults 
are more likely to be activists in finding new members and provid-
ing the activities that keep people interested. There are a lot of 
negative perceptions among young adults toward the church in 
general. We need to be honest about ourselves and ask if we are 
projecting negative messages that keep people away and take 
steps to correct our shortcomings when we find them. 

One thing we need to consider is the demographics of Whitefish. 
Enrollment in the schools is declining. Obviously, there are fewer 
young families in Whitefish. If attracting young families is para-
mount to the health of a church, would there be a large vibrant 
Presbyterian church in Sun City, Arizona? There is one there and 
age 60 is young for that membership. Sun City is a retirement 
haven as is the Flathead Valley. I do believe that it is important for 
our church to attract young people; however, I also believe it is 
just as important for us to work to attract all people regardless of 
age. A more vital question for us to ask is what kind of a church 
are we? Are we a more modern church existing in the modern era? 
Churches are institutions and institutions are conservative. They 
tend to be reactive instead of proactive. If we were proactive, we 
would see change coming and respond by asking what we can do 
to embrace the change in a constructive manner. You can see the 
results of this attitude in the business world. Companies that do 
not embrace change fail. If this church does what it is good at and 
uses those strengths effectively to promote growth, this church 
will survive. 

  

To attract new members in general, I would like to see what could 
be done during the Sunday worship to make it more relevant to 
all. Everyone comes to a church to experience the life of Christ. 
One way to accomplish this is to make the service more interac-
tive. We need more touching. An example is: during the prayers 
for each other, the pastor asks if anyone needs prayer for them-
selves. If a hand goes up, the pastor asks that the people around 
that person lay-on-hands while the congregation prays. Also, the 
pastor should be greeting with a hand shake anyone who is new to 
our service before the service instead of after. I’d like to see him 
moving about among the people before the service. I would also 
like to see the “Turn and greet one another” we used to do years 
ago be restored. We have a wealth of information within our con-
gregation that could be utilized during the service. Anyone who 
wishes to participate could give Dan permission to use personal 
things about their lives in his sermons. This could enhance the 
fulfillment of our church’s needs by including individuals minis-
tering to one another. The Minute for Missions needs to be ex-
panded. Allot five minutes for individuals who wish to share what 
they have been experiencing with the congregation. If someone 
doesn’t want to come up and speak themselves, perhaps someone 
could do it for them. The whole idea is to get people involved in 
sharing with each other during the service. We need the building-
up of the body of Christ in our service. 

Many in our church have expressed a yearning for young adults, especially those with children, to 
come to our church and feel saddened that so few seem to be interested. I’ve asked a few of our 
members for their comments concerning this issue and wrote an article addressing it which ap-
pears on the following page. The comments are printed below.  

I believe this is a serious issue at FPC and we, as a corporate congregation, should contemplate 
what we need to do to accomplish the fulfillment of the need to attract more young adults to our church. I also be-

lieve that our focus should not be so narrow in scope that we exclude other age groups from our search. I suspect 
that our very survival as a church in this building we love so passionately depends on it. 

Bob Paulus 
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I’ve been reading a book entitled Un-
christian. The author relates information 
concerning the “Outsiders” to Christianity 
among young adults. These are young peo-
ple who are outside the church and mostly 
outside of Christianity in general. The in-
formation presented may strike some as 
offensive but whether you feel this way or 
not, I suspect many will be surprised to 
learn what these young adults think of us 
church-going Christians and the institution 
we refer to as church.  

My source material is: Unchristian— 
What a new generation really thinks about 
Christianity and why it matters. Research 
from the Barna Group by David Kinna-
man and Gabe Lyons. Baker Books (All 
quotes appear in italics). 

“Outsiders” are young adults who per-
ceive Christianity from outside of the faith.  

In order to attract the young adults, it is 
important to understand where they’re 
coming from. How do they view us? Let me 
share some research data with you: 

Christians are primarily perceived for 
what they stand against. The three most 
common perceptions of Christianity are: 

1. Anti-homosexual (91%) 
2. Judgmental (87%) 
3. Hypocritical (85%) 
 

These are followed by the following neg-
ative viewpoints which most young adults 
share: Old-fashioned, too involved in poli-
tics, out of touch with reality, insensitive to 
others, boring, not accepting of other 
faiths, and confusing. 

Only a small percentage of outsiders 
strongly believe that the labels “respect, 
love, hope, and trust” describe Christiani-
ty. A minority of outsiders perceives Chris-
tianity as genuine and real, as something 
that makes sense, and as relevant to their 
life. 

These negative perceptions are shared 
by many young adult Christians as well. 
Four out of five young churchgoers say 
that Christianity is anti-homosexual; half 

describe it as judgmental, too involved in 
politics, hypocritical, and confusing; One-
third believe their faith is old-fashioned 
and out of touch with reality; and one-
forth of young Christians believe it is bor-
ing and insensitive to others. 

Young adults tend to be blunt, skeptical 
of leaders, products, and institutions. Nev-
er before has there been a generation that 
has such unlimited access to technology 
where they can interact globally with a 
hands-on experience. They can create alter-
nate realities of themselves on Internet 
sites and get away with it. They have been 
conned by experts and have instant access 
to the information that tells them so.  

Young adults want to experience life, 
kick the tires, take it for a test spin, and 
decide for themselves if they want it. They 
do NOT want to listen to talking heads 
presentations, watch others do things that 
they can not engage in, and generally give 
in to group consensus and be a face in the 
crowd. They highly value friendship and 
have a powerful need to belong but beneath 
their social drive lays a fierce sense of indi-
viduality. 

Most outsiders grew up being exposed to 
church. They are not ignorant of the teach-
ings of Christianity. However, only one out 
of seven describes Christianity as some-
thing that seems genuine and possesses 
relevance to their lives.  

The most common attribute, both posi-
tive and negative, that outsiders identified 
as being associated with Christians is being 
anti-homosexual. Most have strong feel-
ings concerning this. A vast majority of 
Christians believe that homosexual rela-
tions should be made illegal. The outsiders 
see this as being bigoted and judgmental.  

Most outsiders and nearly half of young 
insiders say that Christianity is confusing. 
Many see it as a life of obeying lists of rules 
and standards to live up to. This life of per-
formance based faith causes the partici-
pants stress, unhappiness, and loss of indi-
vidual freedom. 

Christianity is viewed as severely lacking 

in spirituality and mystery. Most outsiders 
believe the supernatural can be accessed 
and deem this as important. Most have had 
an experience of church but few say they 
have experienced God through church. It 
has no spiritual verve, they say. 
“Christianity is so predictable,” one person 
said with contempt. 

Two-thirds said the faith is boring, a 
perception embraced by one-quarter of 
young churchgoers as well. The image of 
being sheltered means the Christian faith 
seems dull, flat, and lifeless. 

An outsider commented, “Christianity 
stifles curiosity. People become unwilling 
to face their doubts and questions. It 
makes people brain-dead.” The vast ma-
jority of outsiders reject the idea that 
Christianity “makes sense” or is “relevant 
to their life.” They do not see us as being 
thinkers. 

Half of all young outsiders said that 
Christianity seems like a club only certain 
people can join. Christianity, in its shel-
tered, clueless, nonintellectual form, makes 
no sense to them. Trained to believe they 
have control over just about everything 
and existing to participate in reality, 
young adults don’t resonate with a vision 
of cloistered Christianity. A faith that side-
lines them is not tenable. 

Young adults resist simplistic answers. 
Most relish mystery, uncertainty, and am-
biguity. Contradictions challenge them and 
they love to seek for themselves.  

The researcher George Barna says, 
“Millions of young adults are more inter-
ested in truth, authenticity, experiences, 
relationships and spirituality than they are 
in laws, traditions, events, disciplines, in-
stitutions, and religion.” 

The above is but a brief review of the 
book Unchristian. I would encourage all to 
read it and with open minds and hearts, 
asking how FPC can become relevant to 
this age group and the light of Christ can 
shine within their hearts as well. 

 

It should be noted that any views or opinions expressed 

in this publication is not necessarily the views or opinions 

of the First Presbyterian Church USA.  
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