
I was born in Gillette, Wyoming but 
later moved to Casper. My dad worked as a 
Pumper in the oil fields until I was nine, 
then we moved to Casper where he contin-
ued oil field work. My mom was a school 
teacher and I have two brothers and two 
sisters. 

I graduated from high school in Casper 
at the age of 16. World War II was on and I 
heard they needed a Meteorologist at the 
airport. I got a bunch of books, studied up, 
and passed the test. It was my job through-
out the war. During this time I got into an 
unfortunate marriage that didn’t work out 
but had two lovely girls from it. 

I eventually became a draftsman. I was 
working at the Weather Bureau and had 
done some work for the USGS making 
maps and needed to make more money so I 
studied some more and got a draftsman’s 
job for Texaco and later, for Shell Oil. This 
is where I met Larry. At that time, they 
wouldn’t allow married people to work for 
the same company so I had to quit. In fact, 
no other oil company would hire me either 
for fear of passing trade secrets. 

Larry and I were married in Salt Lake 
City. He went to school until he got cancer, 
then he went back to work for Shell. I 
stayed home doing the role of the house-
wife and mother. Women draftsmen were 
not accepted very well at that time. When I 
worked for Shell, the boss told me he 
couldn’t pay as much as promised because, 
“men upstairs complained that because you 
are a woman, you shouldn’t get paid as 

much as them.” I had two kids to support! 
Of course, now days, they couldn’t get away 
with that. 

We lived in Salt Lake for four years, and 
then Larry transferred to Farmington, New 
Mexico. Our two girls were born there. 
After that, we moved to California and 
spent 12 years living there. We finally end-
ed up in Houston, Texas. Larry retired 
from Shell while we lived in Houston. 

We were looking for somewhere to retire 
and talked about a lot of places. In the late 
seventies, we came to Whitefish to attend a 
family reunion. Larry and I fell in love with 
the area. It had all we wanted. In 1980, we 
moved here and built our house doing most 
of the work ourselves. I had done a lot of 
work on my house in Casper so I super-
vised Larry in the building of this one. 
Laugh. 

We never got affiliated with any church 
during these years because of all the mov-
ing and working on weekends Larry did. 
When I was 10 years old living in Casper, I 
started going to the Presbyterian Church 
with a neighbor. Back then, a lot of folks 
didn’t go to church because they didn’t 
have any money. They felt that they could-
n’t contribute to the church and felt embar-
rassed about going. 

After we moved to Whitefish, I started 
taking my Aunt Cora to Whitefish Presby-
terian. The people were so friendly, I felt 
like I had come home. I felt like I had been 
waiting all my life just to go to this church. 
I’ve been active over the years serving as 

Deacon for many years and the Nominat-
ing Committee. 

Art is a passion of mine. I have several 
oil paintings displayed in my home. I also 
enjoy crafts, music— playing piano, and 
grandkid. I have eight of them. 

Whitefish Presbyterian is a joy in my 
life. However I, like most, would like to see 
more young adults with children join our 
church. I hope we never lose the family 
closeness that makes our church so special 
in our lives. 
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C h r i s t i a n  f e l l o w s h i p  

Sunday smiles, Sunday eyes 

Tis to you without surprise. 

Painted windows, heavenly keys 

Playing chords to whom believes. 

 

Sunday smiles, play for me 

Paint a broad rich tapestry, 

Of light colored with brilliant hues 

Music drifting throughout the room. 

 

Sing your song of color bright 

Our heart’s leap with delight. 

Paint the chords upon the skies 

To Sunday smiles and Sunday eyes. 
        P h y l l i s  S c h r o e d e r  
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R o s s  D o t y :  

 I was born 
and raised in 
Memphis, Ten-
nessee. My dad 
sold cars and 
municipal 
bonds and my 
mom sold real 
estate. I was an 
only child and 
my daddy used 
to say, “I would-
n’t sell you for a 

million dollars but wouldn’t pay a penny for 
another one like you.”  

Ross and I attended the same high 
school but because he was one year ahead 
of me, we never dated. After graduation in 
1963, I attended Memphis State University, 
now called University of Memphis, for two 
years. One of my sorority sisters applied for 
a job with Delta Airlines and encouraged 
me to apply. I was hired as a stewardess 
and spent the next 37 years working for 
Delta. I flew 13 years working on domestic 
flights while based in Miami, Memphis (for 
a short time), and Atlanta. My flying took 
me all over the country which I enjoyed 
immensely, especially the west coast. 

The last 24 years of flying with Delta was 

internationally. Flights took me all over the 
world, to Europe, Japan, South America, 
and many other locales. Shortly after 9/11, 
Delta made an early retirement offer which 
I accepted along with hundreds of others.  

In 1985, Ross was flying on a flight I was 
working from San Francisco to Atlanta and 
we recognized each other and were reac-
quainted. He took me out to dinner and a 
dating relationship followed. Ten months 
later, we were married. Ross had two chil-
dren from a previous marriage. They pres-
ently live in the Memphis area and we have 
six grandchildren.  

Ross agreed to move to Atlanta from 
Memphis and we lived there till 2003. I had 
retired in 2002 and Ross’s mother needed 
our help living in Memphis so we made the 
move there. 

Ross and I were making retirement 
plans and discussing where we’d like to 
live. I had worked in Yellowstone Park one 
summer between my freshman and sopho-
more years at college and suggested a beau-
tiful mountainous area would be ideal. A 
friend suggested that we should start our 
search in Whitefish, Montana. We did 
begin our search in Whitefish but also 
drove the entire western area of Montana 

but in the end, we chose Whitefish to be 
our new home. In 1992, we bought a lot on 
which to build in Suncrest north of town 
and completed the move in 2009 after Ross 
retired. 

I enjoy playing bridge with some friends 
and belong to a knitting group. I also love 
to read having a variety of literary interests. 
Cooking is also a passion Ross and I both 
enjoy. 

We were attending the United Methodist 
church in Whitefish but the pastor recently 
retired. We had several friends who attend-
ed First Presbyterian and they frequently 
commented on the wonderful pastor they 
had. We decided to visit and were very im-
pressed with the people in this church and 
Tim’s pastoring abilities so we made the 
move to FPC. 

This church has many positive attributes 
with its people, history, and location in the 
community. The only thing I can think of 
regarding change would be if we could at-
tract more young families with children. 

The people of FPC are wonderful and I 
hope that everyone continues to cooperate 
and support Pastor Tim. He is such an im-
portant asset to our church. 

I was born and 
raised in Mem-
phis, Tennessee. 
My father was an 
Engineer on a 
Corps of Engi-
neer dredge boat 
on the Mississip-
pi river for 32 
years. My mom 
was a stay-at-
home mom rais-
ing my two older 

sisters and myself.  

After graduating from high school, I 
enlisted in the Marine Corp Reserves and 
served for seven years. I graduated from 
Memphis State University with a degree in 
Industrial Technology with a minor in Edu-
cation. I had a yearning to be a teacher but 
teachers in those days were paid very little 

so I went to work in the pharmaceutical 
industry as a salesman. I was employed in 
this field for 27 years working for Upjohn. 
At least that was the name at the time I 
retired but due to multiple mergers, the 
company was known by several different 
names over the years and is now Pfizer. I 
worked out of Memphis but later moved to 
Atlanta after Patte and I were married. 
Upjohn made an early retirement offer 
which I accepted thinking I was going to 
enjoy the leisure life. About two months 
later I was contacted by a recruiter asking if 
I’d be interested in working for a Japanese 
pharmaceutical company named Daiichi 
selling oncology (cancer) drugs. Daiichi 
was a company just getting started in the 
U.S. and they recruited 12 sales representa-
tives to distribute their products. I took the 
job and about a year later was promoted to 
Regional Sales Manager and went on to 
become a Hospital Sales Manager. During 

my tenure with Daiichi, they went from 12 
sales representatives to over 3,500 repre-
sentatives working in the field. I worked for 
Daiichi for 11 years and moved back to 
Memphis in 2003 shortly before retire-
ment. 

While living in Memphis before Patte 
and I got together, I was hired as a reserve 
deputy sheriff working weekends, special 
events, and emergency situations. I did this 
part-time for 20 years. I started out as a 
patrol officer, was promoted to Sergeant in 
the detective division, worked in narcotics 
and vice division, and my last two years I 
worked as a Lieutenant in the special DWI 
squad.  

Patte and I were married in 1985. I have 
two children from a previous marriage. 
They both live in the Memphis area and we 
have been blessed with six grandchildren.  

P a t t e  D o t y :  
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After retirement, Patte and I decided to 
move to Whitefish. She pretty well covered 
how we made the decision to relocate here. 
We built our home and completed the 
move in 2009. I love living in this beautiful 
area and I also love fishing. I fish year-
round with ice fishing during the winter 
and lakes and streams the other seasons. I 
used to hunt but eventually couldn’t toler-
ate killing animals so gave it up. I also en-
joy wood and leather working in my shop at 
home. Patte and I both passionately enjoy 
the art of cooking. We were known for 
bringing a variety of dishes to the Method-
ist church when we attended there and 

hope to do the same at FPC. I’m been a 
member of the Whitefish Rotary Club for 
six years and serve as one of three Police 
Commissioners for Whitefish which I’ve 
been doing for five years. 

We were attending United Methodist 
where I served as a trustee but with their 
pastor retiring soon and the fact that we 
have several friends that attend here; we 
decided to give FPC a try. We were very 
impressed with Pastor Tim. He gives a 
moving message on Sunday mornings and 
his demeanor and abilities are exceptional. 
We discovered that not only does FPC have 
a beautiful building; it also has a wonderful 

accepting congregation. We decided to 
make this church our home. 

I’d love to see adult Sunday school in 
this church. This was a major part of 
church for us where we attended in Mem-
phis. The church was huge with three ser-
vices and many Sunday school classes for 
various age groups on Sundays. Branching 
out from the classes, many of us would or-
ganize social events and formed groups to 
assist people in need such as helping an 
elderly person who needs handy man re-
pairs done around the house. Perhaps 
something along those lines could be ap-
plied in this church? 

In August of 2013, The Corner Ministry 
began with a realization that we were miss-
ing out on a marketing opportunity for out-
reach during the Farmer’s Market. At first, 
we wanted to set up an outreach booth at 
the market but when we inquired with the 
market board; we were told they did not 
allow any churches to set up booths be-
cause of potential proselytizing. On market 
nights, people tend to walk the town so the 
obvious alternative was to set up in front of 
our own building. In time, an awning was 
purchased for general purposes so we de-
cided to make use of it. Helium canisters 
were donated along with some balloons so 
we set up the awning and a table, filled bal-
loons for kids, and encouraged people who 
stopped by to take a self-guided stained-
glass window tour using the brochure we 
provided. The message we wanted to con-
vey is that “FPC provides a safe and spiritu-
al home where all people can explore faith, 
find healing, and share the love of Jesus 
Christ at the corner where church and life 

intersect!” 

We began the ministry with Tuesday 
Night Farmer’s Market (Memorial Day thru 
the end of September) and First Thursday 
Gallery Nights (May thru October) where 
local art galleries stay open late. We’ve add-
ed Halloween, the Christmas Stroll, and the 
Winter Carnival. Visitors stop by for a bal-
loon for their kids and maybe a treat and 
sometimes they’ll get talking with us. They 
come from all over the country but some 
are local folks. We might hear a remark 
that they live in Whitefish but have never 
been inside of FPC. Others have said that 
they were raised at FPC but haven’t been to 
church in 20 years. Or perhaps someone 
tells us that they attend a Presbyterian 
church in another state and inquire about 
our beautiful stained glass windows. We 
take them inside and explain where the 
best place is to stand where the setting sun-
light will illuminate the windows just right. 

We interact with a lot of people. A lot of 
what we do is listening. A young lady with 

Down syndrome would drop by every Tues-
day. Her face would light up when she ap-
proached because she knows she’ll get a 
balloon. We’ve had people who have 
opened up about personal problems like 
the woman who stopped while on her way 
to the Farmer’s Market pushing a baby 
stroller. She was pregnant with her second 
child and was hoping to get a good buy on 
some vegetables because her husband had 
just lost his job. She just needed someone 
who would listen and provide a loving hug. 
She became a regular at the corner but 
moved away for some time. Eventually, we 
saw her at Shepherd’s Hand Community 
Meal. She remembered us and it was a joy 
seeing her again. One of our balloons made 
its way to a young lady on her way to a 
meeting downstairs, she was really in a sad 
place, she returned next week to tell us that 
that balloon made a big difference in her 
life!  There have been folks that have 
stopped at the corner, talked a while, and 
showed up at Sunday services to visit the 
church. We’ve had people ask if they can go 

An interview with John & Merri Williamson 



Page 4 I s s u e  3 3  

inside and pray. We say, “The door is open, 
go in and take your time.” People from oth-
er countries have told us that no one in 
their country would be allowed to do what 
we do. With statements like that, we thank 
the Lord for our freedom. 

Sometimes it’s hard to find folks to help 
with the Corner Ministry. Setting up the 
awning requires four people. In 2014, 
Bruce and Jessie Fraser stepped up and 
joined the outreach ministry team. In addi-
tion to greeting people, blowing up bal-
loons and handing out stained glass win-
dow information, the lawn gets mowed, 
flower beds are taken care of, and generally 
we try and keep the area looking nice. Bal-
loon tying is hard to learn so we purchased 
some balloon clips to make it easier and the 
rest is simply giving a smile, welcoming 
people who come by, handing out balloons 
to the kids, maybe having a listen to some-
one who wants to talk, and giving direc-
tions and discussing where the best ham-
burgers are sold. We never accept money 

from anyone even though some have of-
fered a donation.  

On Tuesday nights, beginning in July 
2014, we thought it would be the perfect 
time, since we were there, to regularly 
change the outside reader board; putting 
up an inspiring message, special event in-
formation or an upcoming wedding con-
gratulations. The reader board was wired 
for lights but was not working so we in-
quired about having it fixed and it now 
lights up beautifully at night. We also fur-
nish maps of the community that we pick 
up across the street. With so many non-
locals in town, they appreciate having 
them.  

In 2013, in five weeks, we handed out 60 
balloons and did 70 stained- glass window 
tours. Our one and only, First Thursday 
Gallery Night we did 13 balloons and 49 
window tours.  Halloween brought us 813 
very excited little trick or treaters. For the 
Christmas Stroll we made 7 gallons of hot 
cocoa and handed out 210 buttons and 327 

bookmarks. For the 6:00 p.m. Christmas 
Eve service we lit 110 luminary bags. In 
2014, we served 450 cups of hot cocoa at 
the Winter Carnival and averaged 19 bal-
loons and 11 window tours per week during 
Farmer’s Market. On Gallery nights, we 
averaged 17 balloons for kids and 26 win-
dow tours. On Halloween, we handed out 
991 lollipops and served 183 cups of hot 
cocoa at the Christmas Stroll. The total 
Corner Ministry outreach for the year 
touched 2,873 people. 

We are always in need of more volun-
teers to help with this ministry, so if you 
have the gift of listening to people and have 
a Tuesday night or first Thursday night 
available let us know we would love to have 
you join in the fun. Our next outreach will 
be for the Christmas Stroll, Friday, Decem-
ber 11 at 5:30 p.m. In participating in this 
little corner ministry, you truly will receive 
more than you give; be it in smiles, giggles, 
hugs or prayers answered. Come see for 
yourself. 

This is a story about the converted mis-
sionary ship MV Doulas. 

MV Doulos was built in 1914 by The 
Newport News Ship Building and Dry Dock 
Company for The Mallory Steam Ship 
Company USA and was christened SS Me-
dina by her owners. 

Over the years, the ship went by several 
names, SS Medina, the SS Roma, the MV 
Franca C, and the MV Doulos. Medina had 
a top speed of 14 knots and was described 
in1914 as the largest Freight Steam Ship 
operating on the Atlantic Coast. Medina 
was commissioned into service along the 
West Coast of America during The Second 

World War by the United States Coast 
Guard. 

In 1948, Medina was acquired by a Pan-
amanian company. The following year, she 
was re-named Roma and converted into a 
passenger ship with cabins for 287 people 
and dormitories for another 694. In 1950 
during the Roman Catholic holy year, the 

By Conny Miersma 
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ship was used to transport pilgrims to 
Rome and afterwards carried emigrants to 
Australia.  

In 1952, she was sold to Glacomo Fu 
Andrea and re-named MV Franca C. Her 
original steam engine was replaced by a 
diesel engine. She sailed between Italy and 
Argentina carrying tourists and third class 
passengers with a capacity for over 900 
people. She later pioneered the cruise ship 
trade out of Miami. Franca C was offered 
for sale in 1977. The German charity, Gute 
Bücher für Alle, acquired the Franca C, and 
renamed her Doulos (Greek for 'servant'). 
The ship was transformed into a floating 
bookshop with an aim of "Bringing 
Knowledge, Help and Hope". Before com-
mencing on her new role, some repairs 
were necessary. Alterations included the 
removal of the swimming pool and con-
struction of a covered book exhibition on 
the top deck. The ship was taken to Bremen 
Germany to be fitted for her new service. 
On June 3, 1978 she sailed from Bremen to 
initiate her new commission.  

The Doulos ministry primarily empha-
sized evangelism. This was accomplished 
by visiting countries in Asia and Africa 
while acting as a floating book store. The 
selling of books invited people to come 
onboard where all types of books were sold. 
The reason why the book store had to stock 
a wide variety is because if they only sold 
Christian literature, they wouldn’t have 
been allowed in Muslim ports.  

Everyone on board the Doulos was a 
missionary in some capacity. They attend-
ed workshops while traveling between 
ports and upon arrival, missionary teams 
would disembark to do “outreach” work 
among the people. The mission workers 
consisted of the captain, doctors, dentists, 
engineers, pastors, counselors and others. 

I began missionary work on Doulos as 
the result of a suggestion from a mission 
organization. I wanted to do missionary 
work in Maldives but it was closed to Chris-
tian missionaries so I decided to practice 
my work in India instead. It was recom-
mended to me to join the ministry of MV 
Doulos which ultimately traveled to India 
and I could practice missionary activities 
while being part of the crew. In August 
1992, I traveled from Jakarta to Taipei and 
continued by bus to Puli, Taiwan to begin 
my pre-ship training for joining Doulos 
Ministry. After a couple of weeks in Tai-
wan, I traveled to Nagasaki, Japan where I 
boarded Doulos. At that time we had Sa-
bath Week which consisted of being in port 
having devotional every morning, lectures 
in the evening, and regular tasks on the 

ship. Once at sea, I worked mornings in the 
pantry, depending on which shift I was on, 
and the Poop-Deck. The term “Poop-Deck” 
stems from “poupe”, the French word re-
ferring to the stern of the ship.  

One of the port outreach groups was a 
drama team that performed plays. My job 
working with them was to describe the 
scenes in the native language or by using 
an interpreter. We had to be careful not to 
mention God or Jesus while doing outreach 
or we might be evicted from port. We 
would emphasize Christian teaching such 
as kindness, goodness, and compassion. If 
the ship docked in a port where there was a 
church, my role was preaching to the as-
sembly. 

There was a café and book shop onboard 
and many activities offered such as: home 
schooling, game time, and movie time. All 
meals are taken together as a family in the 
ship’s dining room unless someone was 
sick in which case a family member or 
friend would take their meal to their cabin. 
On board we had a “KIOS” (little bank to 
get pocket money). Next to it was a little 
shop to buy all our domestic needs. The 
kids liked to go there to buy candy, choco-
late, and toys. The Ship had a “Charlie” 
which was a used clothing store where peo-
ple could get any clothing items they need-
ed. Next to it was a beauty parlor.  

One of my duties was teaching. There 
were many families with children who lived 
on board the ship. On the Poop-Deck, all 
little kids (1 -7 years) would meet every day 
for 2-3 hours for learning and playing. 
There were children from many different 
countries which provided a wide diversity 
of languages and cultures. I was amazed 
that all the children enjoyed sailed across 
the big ocean without feeling sea-sick. 
Their life on board was just like any regular 
kids on land. Some of them had older sib-
lings who continued their home schooling 
until they finished high school. 

English was the second language for 
most of the kids. Teaching tools consisted 
of dictionaries, pictures, and videos. All the 
lessons, games, and books were in English 
along with some other languages as well. 
The children’s developing life style reflect-
ed many different colors of skin, cultures, 
languages, attitudes, and characters. 

All the activities on the Poop-Deck for 
the children were challenging. A German 
friend named Dagmar and I taught togeth-
er for a few months. There was a rotation 
time for teachers that lasted 2 to 3 months. 
The duration the children were on board 
was either short term (2 years) or long 
term (5-10 years). When they graduated 

from Poop-Deck, they continued home 
schooling on the ship with the same curric-
ulums that was taught in regular school.  

Ministry on Poop-Deck was very inter-
esting because there were kids who just 
learned how to form ‘a word or words’. 
Sometimes they made a new word by tak-
ing a word from their native language and 
mixing it up with an English word and be-
gan talking. It was just funny and hilarious 
and we laughed a lot with them. I felt hon-
ored to see how God used these little chil-
dren to be involved with such a large minis-
try. Their bravery was astounding. Some-
times we would step out of the room with 
them to show how big and huge the ocean 
was and no other ships were in sight. Those 
children never showed fear. One thing that 
stands out which I have learned through 
the years: God moves even little children 
for HIS mighty loving works all the time. 
Most of the time, we as teachers, parents, 
or any adults surrounding them in any sec-
tions on board, were teaching them the 
word of God and we believe it will always 
stick in the back of their mind. I spent close 
to a year on MV Doulos and it was a 
blessed experience I will treasure all my 
life.  

Doulos was sold in 2010 to Singaporean 
interest after serving 32 years with OM 
Ships. Doulos welcomed over 21 million 
people on board during 603 ports of call-
ing, 104 countries in Africa, the Americans, 
Asian, Australian, Europeans, the Middle 
East, and many Islander Nations. During 
that time, the vessel covered more than 
350,000 nautical miles, equivalent to sail-
ing around the world 16 times. Doulos was 
recognized in the Guinness Book of World 
Records as the world’s oldest active ocean 
going passenger ship.  

The ship’s missionary work continues 
with The MV LOGOS HOPE which was 
designed to replace Doulos and is operated 
by the German Christian Charitable Organ-
ization. Logos Hope has a Poop-Deck and 
home schooling with all activities under 
British Curriculum. The Good News con-
tinues, not only for children on the Poop-
Deck who live on board with their parents 
and other siblings but also for those who 
have a calling to bring the word of God all 
over the world. Father be with those Chil-
dren all over the world either on the ship or 
wherever they are living with their parents. 

MV LOGOS HOPE contact information: 
www.gbaships.org.           
OM Ship International: 
Headquarters: Alte Neckaretze 74821- 
Mosbach - Germany 
Florence Office: 781 St Adrews Rd.  
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The subject of spirituality is an intri-
guing one. I’m sure it means different 
things to different people. I’m certainly not 
going to make a judgment call as to who is 
right or wrong; I’ll simply make an effort to 
explain what the word means to me. 

The root word is the key—“spirit”. Chris-
tians are very diverse but there is one thing 
all have in common: Christians share an 
awareness of the existence of another 
realm besides this earthly one we inhabit. 
This realm can be described as the spiritu-
als. This is the kingdom of God. To enter 
into this realm and have a life union rela-
tionship with God is what I would call 
“spiritual”.  

An often overlooked topic in Christianity 
is the existence of the human spirit. It is 
generally agreed that man’s spirit died with 
the fall from grace but when a person ac-
cepts Jesus as their Lord and Savior, Jesus 
enters the person through the Holy Spirit 
and regenerates the human spirit. The dia-
log usually stops there if it is mentioned at 
all; why? Because man’s spirit and man’s 
soul is seen as one and the same thing. 
Everyone said so throughout Christian 
history who matters on such topics—
Origen, Augustine, Aquinas, Luther, Cal-
vin, and many others. My bible commen-
tary, written by a multitude of scholars, 
says the same thing. Where did they get 
this idea? To answer that question, one 
needs to take a journey to the heady world 
of Greek philosophy. I’ve heard it said that 
the influence of Greek philosophy on the 
Gospel of Christ cannot possibly be over 
emphasized. 

“Man is body and soul; the soul of man is that part of 

 him that is spiritual.”— Plato  

“Man is body and soul.”— Augustine  

“Man is body and soul; the soul of man is that part of 

 him that is spiritual.”— Thomas Aquinas 

“Man is body and soul.”— Martin Luther 

“Man is body and soul.”— John Calvin 

“The word of God divides soul and  

 spirit.”— Hebrews 4:12 

“May your spirit and soul and body be sanctified.”— 

 Paul of Tarsus 

The Soul and spirit equivalency idea 
originated with the Greek philosophers, 
principally Plato with several others adding 
to the mix. 

You see, virtually all the people who 
shaped Christian theology from Origen to 
Aquinas was first a philosopher deeply 
steeped in Greek philosophy. Thomas 
Aquinas, who many consider the most in-
fluential of them all, is commonly called, 
“the man who baptized Aristotle”. 
(Aristotle followed and added to the teach-
ings of Plato but wouldn’t admit it.)  

The only name I can think of in a long 
line of contributors to Western Christian 
thought who said something different from 
these esteemed theologians on this subject 
is one Paul of Tarsus. Paul said, “Man is 
body, soul, and spirit.” Since prevailing 
teaching says that soul and spirit is the 
same thing, this statement of Paul’s is ei-
ther ignored or dismissed as unimportant 
since— the reasoning goes, Paul certainly 
knew soul and spirit is the same thing. He 
was simply using a catchy phrase.  

In considering the soul and spirit to be 
one-in-the-same puts the living out of the 
Christian life within the jurisdiction of the 
defective fallen soul. Folks, we have a fully 
functioning human spirit and it is within 
that spirit that our Lord resides. We have 
within us the same life Jesus Christ lived by 
and it is available to us 24/7’s forever and 
ever amen. Yes, we are meant as Christians 
to live the Christian life by means of Divine 
Life, not soul life. 

Will Power 

In my Christian experience I have run 
across many teachers, both professional 
and lay, who expound the principle of liv-
ing the Christian life (some say, “Living in 
obedience to God”) by the means of the 
human will (soul life.) An example might 
be, “First one makes a decision to be obedi-
ent and refrain from sin and then prays for 
God to enable one to achieve their goal.” 
This is considered proper because it gives 
credit to God if one succeeds. This reason-
ing claims that God enables (empowers) 

you to succeed in what you decided (willed) 
to do or not to do. If your will agrees with 
God’s will, God will enable you to carry out 
the decision successfully. If one does not 
succeed, then it is assumed that it is either 
your own fault for not being disciplined 
enough (not enough will power) or else for 
some unexplainable reason, it was not 
God’s will that you succeed in the first 
place. Is this teaching valid? Here’s some 
food for thought: 

When an individual makes a decision it 
is made in the will. I’m convinced that God 
is not in the least bit interested in anyone 
doing anything that is born out of the fallen 
human will. Further, God does not value 
human instrumentality. He prefers divine 
instrumentality and would thank you very 
much if you lay down your will. 

You may be wondering what significance 
this dialog has on living a life in the spirit? 
Consider this: the soul of man, and by ex-
tension his will, is fallen. It is defective and 
totally lacking in even the most basic tools 
needed to live a truly spiritual life. If one 
attempts to live the Christian life by means 
of soul life, that person will totally and ut-
terly fail. “To try”, is to live by soul life. “To 
be”, is to live by the spirit. Our Lord, 
through the Holy Spirit, resides in the re-
generated human spirit. You have to look 
no further than within to find God. The 
Christian life we live, if we truly live it, is 
the life of Jesus Christ himself. Paul said to 
the Gauls, “It is not my life I live but the 
Lord’s life within me.” Galatians 2:20 

This concept of an indwelling Lord and 
the living out of His life within while being 
in submission to His life on a daily basis is 
at the heart of spirituality.  

by Bob Paulus 


